anada’s Gay Community Magazine 


SW SEL: 


lL24880202002 0288 85 


| 


August 2003 


www.outl 


Small Hotels 
of Palm Springs 


. 
' 


4 ~~ 
7 
. fe the oe Cae Type in “Pride” with your 
; Be ARMS 8 Paradoi se reservation for 20% off! 
= TT 


THE CENTER OF WARM SANDS 


www.desertparadise.com 


Small Hotels of Paim Springs .com 


WHERE THE DAYS ARE WARM 
AND THE NIGHTS ARE HOT! 


Nout to-Mouthae 
_ NMSUSGILAUION. .. 


te a 
ey a ~ > 


» 


PHE DESERT BEAR RESORI 


EXCEEDING YOUR EXPECTATIONS 
EVERY CHANCE WE GET 


(760) 325-6767 
1-877-GO-GROWL 


3 


CHECK OUT OUR LEATHER SHOFr 


530 €. MEL AVENUE, PALM SrruNcs, c 


Visit us online 

to request your 

free copy of the 

Official Palm Springs 

Gay & Lesbian Visitors Guide! 


e 
..-Palm Springs Style! 


www.yourgayresort.com 
877-435-4677 


palm-springs-org 


es CLOTHING NOT REQUIRED 
see TERRAZZO 
Sha xf palm springs 
bess ~ Y TS \ 
Pa An (atiinate resort to CHAI sf INN 


Wate your 


OF WARM SANDS 
Rated “Four Palms" 
by Out and About 
800.357.5695 
armsandsvill 


www.w: jas.com 


For Reservations & TTY 


(800)445-8916+(760)327-8222 
www.Chapsinn.com 
312 Camioe Monte Vista + Palm Springs, CA 92262 


Optional Resort for Men 


TRIANGLE INN 


a Gay 


— a 
Lae Palm Springs info. | PALM SPRINGS 
eS ¥ rs 
—— a 
= _ = } Shopping Make Friends... 
Se < 5 eae ) Dining M, 
So = —** ) Attractions : ae : 
) Events = 
- ) Nightlife 
ar ) Calendars 
: i 282 ee at? e , } Directories 
in the rieart of Warm Sands ) Lodging 
800.833.5675 and mor 
es LIAM 
S | 800-732-7555 
; a www.TRIANGLE-INN.com 


Ue peed ey bepteee 5S TIN Le cuey Metangs ans @eind mrents (Me Leeed = poeta 


— © 2006 Jill Pentrack Media www. GayTravelPalmSprings.com 


=, 


s~ . 


Right Downtown 
www.hotelzoso.com 


' 
) J ‘ e 
Jeet ot tees a I ee ~~ 


¥ > 


The eames Caine Sacral _—. re 
Gay Men's Resort in the Palm Springs area = = | 
t 5 oe. ’ [oe | 
800-472-0836 760-324-1350 a aes 
Ese | 
The Reason you Zt 


come to Palm Springs 


00 ' HEATED FOOL, 12 MAN OFA 650 GAN LORENZO ROAD 
CLOTHONG OF TIONAL PALM SPRINGS CA 82704 
BAEAKFAST AMD LUNCHEON 800.710.7728 / 700.322.1300 r 
FREE WIGM SPEED INTERNET 


SP CAC Oe 


An Exotic Men’s Resort > ie a 


www .santiagoresort.com 


E 
) 
bc 
“ 
oD 
¢ 
= 
o. 
“ 
E 
o 
a 
o 
> 
o 
5 
© 
) 


August 2007 


, On the Cover: 


~-. “ - 
Se fer peers 


Whether you arrive by train, car or plane, as you draw near to this city you will 
notice that rather than being dominated by high-rise buildings, steeples, spires and 
turrets cap the skyline. You might think you’ve arrived at the Magic Kingdom, but in 
fact you’re in Prague—the jewel in the crown 


at the centre of Europe. 


Before | picked up a copy of Man In 
The Middle, | knew precisely three 
things about John Amaechi: He was 
handsome (I had seen his pictures), 
had played for the NBA and he had 
come out of the closet. 


Dame Daphne du Maurier, who also 
had the title Lady Browning, was born 
one hundred years ago this year and in 
Britain the event is being marked by at 
least two special television programs 
and scores of newspaper and magazine 
articles. 
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Sadly, It’s Sandler 


By John Coulbourn 
| don’t do Adam Sandler movies. 
I’ve never seen one. 


In fact, they’ve all screamed “‘stupid’ so loudly in their trailers that I’ve never 
even been remotely tempted to see one. And | just might go to my grave as an 
Adam Sandler virgin, so to speak, which should make for a pretty contented 
corpse. 


“But what of | Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry?” you might well be asking, 
and with good reason, it turns out, for as the title implies, Sandler’s latest foray 
into comedic movie making is about same-sex marriage. 


Or as close as two men can come to marriage in vast swaths of the land of the 
brave and the home of the free. 


Still, as such, you might think it a movie that would appeal to gay men every- 
where—at least, if you hadn’t seen the trailer. 


This time out, the clown prince of Kingdom Nerd is teamed with fellow 
funnyman Kevin James, the full-figured star of King of Queens—a TV series I’ve 
never watched either because, title notwithstanding, I’ve grown ever so weary of 
the premise that not only fires this series, but most of Sandler’s movies as well: 
to whit, that, at least amongst the males of the species, straight is synonymous 
with stupid and annoying. 


And one look at the trailer for | Now Pronounce You will tell you this is a movie 
that espouses that thesis too, and with a vengeance. 


As premises go, this one’s not so much a knee-slapper as a knuckle-dragger. 


Seems the recently widowed Larry (played by James) is about to lose his 
benefits because of some bureaucratic snafu in the New York fire department, 
where he is employed as a fireman—and in order to protect his children, coerces 
the womanizing Chuck, a co-worker, to enter into a domestic partnership with 
him. 

Oddly, the laughs do not depend in any way on the hilarious notion that a gay 
couple’s entitlement to benefits would ever be easier to obtain than a straight 
couple’s or that these two might have been able to pass the rigourous physical 
tests imposed by the NYFD. 


But such considerations are passed over with some sort of film making hocus- 
pocus so that Sandler and James can get right to the good stuff, which, of course, 
involves two straight guys pretending to be gay. 


And, just in case someone might wander into the theatre after a severe blow 
to the head and somehow manage to think for even a second that either of these 
louts might really be gay (Ewwww!), they’ve given James’ Larry the aforemen- 
tioned deceased spouse of the female persuasion, while Sandler’s Chuck is a stud 
of no small repute—a notion far more laughable, when you think of it, than the 


Same-sex partners, 
different rights 


Do you often wonder what your rights are? 

It’s a relevant question for you and your same-sex 
partner, especially considering that tax, estate-planning 
and property matters can be unique and complex, 


Investors 
Group 


Joel Bray & Rosalie Jones, CFP 


iGTAL | 
When your D "I 
creation doesn't 
have the luxury 


of seven days... 


We'll do it with 
time to spare. 


ad 


- 
‘ww 4 


ta * 


2 103-2887 8d 


WWW.DIGITALAVATAR.CA 


7. © y 


suggestion that he might be gay. 


What ensues, from all 
weary gay cliché in the books—stuff that 
most thinking people buried along with 
the notion the world was flat and Ralph 
Klein a man of the people. If it all 
sounds like a homophobic little romp 
that suggests gay and effeminate are two 
sides of the same silly coin, then I’m 
betting everything is coming in loud and 
clear. 


Still, what to make of the review from 
Nathan Lee in the Village Voice, in which 
the movie is described by an openly gay 
reviewer as “as eloquent as Brokeback 
Mountain and even more radical?” 


Seems Mr. Lee is hugely impressed 
when it all ends with an epiphany for 
Sandler’s Chuck, who, faced with 
criminal charges for attempting to 
defraud a government organization, 
owns that it indeed hurtful to be 
called a faggot. 


In Mr. Lee’s world, such last minute 
redemption may justify embracing this 
movie in the faint hope that the 
mouth-breathers who have made 
Sandler a box office phenom might 
actually learn something from seeing 
it. But one wonders if he’d be as 
forgiving if the movie in question had 
been a comedy about two white guys 
masquerading as black, a thinly veiled 
justification for trotting out every sad 
old cliché about blacks, redeemed in 
the end, only by the observation that 
it hurts to be called a n 


In Sandler’s world—and apparently 
in Mr. Lee’s—this might be considered 
ground-breaking social advocacy, but 
in mine, it’s just another one of those 
truths thinking people have long held 
to be self-evident. 


Right up there with the niggling 
feeling that the only way both 
members of a gay couple are going to 
make it out of a Hollywood movie 
alive is if they happen to be straight. 


It’s all enough to make you wanna 
up-Chucky, when you think about it. 
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The Father Visibility Project 


Calling all :<: 


People need 
your stories! 


vu per (Two-Spirited 
. meseerei ms ond Cadeto-be 


We are collecting stories with photos for a web based project to 
increase our visibility and entitlement to parent. We seek to reflect 
ethno-cultural and geographic diversity of Canadian and First 
Nations G/B/Q/T/2-S fathers, grand-fathers, and fathers-to-be 


We believe that you: NOY 

* have unique experiences, insights and wisdom to share that will [ 
be valued by others who are fathers or contemplating fatherhood; 

- can help decrease a sense of isolation and reinforce insights, 
pride and possibilities for yourself and others. 


A project of; 


SHERBOURNE 
Nealedh Cousre 


Write and send your story (300-1000 words) about the challenges, ‘, 
discoveries, and joys of your journey and photo submission to 
Chris Veldhoven, queerparenting@the519.org, 416-392-6878 x109 


Submission Deadline: September 30, 2007 Fe 


For more details and ideas, please check out: Tee 
www.the519.org/programs/Queer_Parenting/father_visibility.shtm| 
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By Ralph Higgins 


Before | picked up a copy 
of Man In The Middle, | knew 
precisely three things about 
John Amaechi: He was 
handsome (I had seen his 
pictures), had played for the 
NBA and he had come out 
of the closet. | don’t follow 
basketball, so Amaechi’s 
sports career did not mean 
a great deal to me—but | 
applauded his announce- 
ment of his homosexuality 
because every public figure 
who comes out makes it 
easier for those who are 
still struggling with their 
queerness to find self- 
acceptance. However, in 
these days of manufactured celebrity, | assumed that Amaechi had had the road 
to success smoothed before him and that there was more show than substance 
to the man. In this | was greatly mistaken. Man InThe Middle is a story of constant 
struggle, and while basketball may have been the means to financial success, it was 
never Amaechi’s ultimate goal. Athletic achievement was just a step on life’s 
journey, only one element of The Plan—his guide to spiritual, emotional and 
material progress devised by Amaechi in partnership with the single strongest 
influence in his life, his mother. 


oall 


In many ways, Man In The Middle is a tribute to Wendy Hall, John Amaechi’s 
mother. By example, she showed that determination and systematic preparation 
could conquer many obstacles but that reaching a goal must never be at the 
expense of one’s own principles. Many of John Amaechi’s life decisions would be 
based on her question, “Would you recognize your soul in the dark?” 


Amaechi’s road to the NBA did not have an auspicious beginning. As a child, 
he was a nerdy bookworm who was vastly overweight—nicknamed the Whale, 
by cruel classmates—loathed physical activity and had not even played basketball 
before the age of seventeen. Then, shortly after starting to gain some self-confi- 
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dence and skill from supportive coaches, a freak accident nearly severed his right 
hand. Success was not going to come easily to John Amaechi. And just as he was 
struggling with his negative body image—which never entirely went away—his 
feelings of sexual attraction to other males became increasingly difficult to ignore. 


Amaechi knew that if he were to have any chance of making it into the NBA 
he would need to play at an American college. Although raised in England, 
Amaechi was in fact born in Massachusetts, so Amaechi and his mother decided 
he would finish his high school in the US where basketball was big business. At 
6’ 10” he looked the part of a basketball star but he had to work hard to develop 
game skills. His sports career really began to heat up when he was at university. 


Even more important to Amaechi was his involvement with what are often 
termed “youth at risk”. He became involved with Big Brothers, Big Sisters and 
soon became a familiar figure checking the malls and arcades at night to make 
sure “his kids” were home and safe. Raised by a single parent and knowing what 
it was like to be the outcast at school, Amaechi was determined to provide the 
kind of support he had received from his mother and coaches and to create for 
as many kids as possible a vision of something beyond their present limited 
circumstances. Long before he was earning a big salary, Amaechi had already 
begun a program back in Manchester that would become The ABC Foundation 
(Amaechi Basketball Centre) whose purpose is to provide “a secure, safe environ- 
ment where young people can feel confident and welcomed enough to broaden 
their horizons, skill and their mindsets—a place where youth can strive for excel- 
lence.” 


With his first financial success, John Amaechi brought his sister to live with him 
and became a foster parent to two teenaged boys. He also turned down an 
opportunity to play with the Lakers, at a huge salary, because moving would have 
been too disruptive to this newly created home environment, clear evidence that 
his top priorities were not basketball and money. He had already learned how 
fickle fame can be and how the pursuit of fortune can cost more than you gain. 


The coming out process began long before Amaechi retired from the NBA. 
Because of abusive coaches, colleagues more concerned with being stars than 
team players, Amaechi became disillusioned with the sport, whose owners often 
counted profit far above the satisfaction or happiness of their players. Having little 
to lose, Amaechi began being less careful about where he was seen or with 
whom. He also enjoyed the humour of bringing his gay friends—some of them 
quite flamboyant—to sit in the box with the wives of teammates to watch games. 
They all got along very well, and John’s choice in friends was generally put down 
to his British eccentricity rather than his queerness. Basketball had given him 
financial security, but he would have to build a life for himself and to do that he 
would need to be himself. 


His retirement from the game and the subsequent publication of Man In The 
Middle has given Amaechi greater recognition which he is using to bring attention 
to programs like the Human Rights Campaign’s Coming Out Project which works 
to give queer men and women resources and support for their coming out 
process. The HRC also has published, along with PFLAG, A Straight Guide to GLBT 
Americans, an outline for straight people giving the facts and myths about their 
queer family and friends and suggesting ways to demonstrate their support. 
Amaechi also promotes It Takes A Team, an organization working to combat 
homophobia in sport, a subject of which he has considerable knowledge and 
some rather bitter memories. 


What surprised me most about The Man In The Middle is that Amaechi’s sport 
success is the least interesting aspect of the man. This is no sports jock getting 
his spiritual jollies acting as philanthropist for the benefit of television cameras or 
whose ego needs the notoriety of being a public gay man. Amaechi is an impres- 
sive human being who understands that the difference between being crushed by 
obstacles or succeeding in overcoming them is often as simple as having someone 
who recognizes your value and encourages you to fulfill your destiny. He demon- 
strates his gratitude to his mother and other mentors by resolving to do what he 
can to make sure others have the same chance. He is passionate and sincere in 
his resolution to make a difference. When asked by a reporter why he got 
involved in building gyms and programs for kids, Amaechi appeared puzzled by 
the question and answered simply, “Because it needed doing.” 


Information about the ABC Foundation and other programs supported by John 
Amaechi can be found by going to JohnAmaechi.com and hrc.org. W 


Dedicated to providing quality 
financial leadership, management 
and business services 


For small to medium-sized businesses, 


not-for-profit and other 
organizations, including businesses 
in the health and fitness industry 


8 - 22nd Avenue SW 
jpAlberta T2S 3C7 
8035129281 Fax 403 264 4169 


Email ak@akrpc.ca www.akrpc.ca 


Hounded by 
unreliable carriers? 


Don’t worry. 


The only grey in us 
is our leather seats. 


Yt". 


$ 6() ONE-WAY 


plus GST between Calgary and Edmonton 


Ask about our special discounts 
and ticket packs 


800.232.1958 
www.redarrow.ca 


LCD OT OW 


motor coach 


CALGARY | RED DEER | EDMONTON | FORT McMURRAY 


BEELER 
ANDISUNTAUG) ST@Y6EPM/PTZaNDI9PM/PC) 
WaLCHTONLINEIWWW/OUTtv:Ca) 


ide Dining Available 


WE STARTED AS A TYPICAL HOTEL — SOMETHING WENT BEAUTIFULLY WRONG 


-12 Ave SW | 266-4611 | www-hotelarts.ca 


Weekend room rates available 


OUTLPQKs August 2007 9 


TORONTO’S 
ENDLESS 
SUMMER 


By Doug Ross 


Luckily, the local weather forecast 
calls for many more hot and humid 
days because there’s an abundance of 
“don’t miss” outdoor—and indoor— 
entertainment events to attend 
throughout the steamy month of 
August. 


At the top of that distinguished list 
is the brand spanking new Cirque du 
Soleil touring show, KOOZA, that will 
highlight the physical demands of 
human performance in all of its splen- 
\\.| dour and fragility, while also incorpo- 
rating a healthy dose of bold slapstick 
humour. If you’ve never experienced 
the excitement of seeing this unique 
troupe of performers before, then this 
} will be the perfect “Cirque du Sogay” 
show to lose your cherry at since 
KOOZA explores those easy to relate 
to themes of fear, identity, recognition and power. This show's setting is an electri- 
fying and exotic visual world that’s chock full of stunning thrills, chills and 
seemingly death-defying acrobatic stunts. KOOZA, written and directed by the 
multi-talented David Shiner, promises plenty of silly fun, along with jaw-dropping 
surprises, suitable for the whole family. And although the tickets to sit under the 
big top don’t come cheap, you can take it from this dedicated Cirque veteran that 
those tix are worth every penny—and then some! 


Toronto Black Pride will be celebrated from August 3 through 6, with this year’s 
theme being KISS...as in “there’s nothing sweeter than a kiss upon the soul.” 
Does that sound hot enough for you? Get busy by rounding up your pals and 
some suitably sexy attire because you won’t want to miss out on this perfect 
opportunity to kiss and tell. But remember to schedule in some recovery time, 
because less than two weeks later you'll want to check out the Leather Ball dance 
party and the Mr. Leatherman Toronto competition, since both of those popular 
events will undoubtedly cause temperatures to rise even more. 


And you absolutely must attend the Church Street Fetish Fair on August 18. 
The fun-filled event encourages the public to attend dressed as their favourite 
fetish or fantasy. And some of that 
event’s outrageously over-the-top 
costumes will still have you 
laughing—or stunned into total 
silence—for days later. 


If you love musical theatre—and 
who doesn’t?—then a short jaunt 
out of town to the scenic Niagara 
region to attend the Shaw Festival’s 
: sensational production of Mack And 
~*~, Mabel is a no-brainer. 


This critically acclaimed show, 
with music and lyrics by Broadway’s 
legendary Jerry Herman (Hello Dolly and Mame), portrays the story of one of 
Hollywood’s pioneer film directors, Mack Sennett and his tempestuous love affair 
with silent screen star, Mabel Normand. Along the way we are introduced to 
comic superstars Charlie Chaplin, Fatty Arbuckle, and the Keystone Kops, as we 
get nose deep in cream pies and other slapstick antics. But it’s the heartbreaking 
passion and painful loss, so expertly performed by an outstanding cast, amid the 
glittering fame and ruinous scandals that makes this true story so moving and 
memorable. Don’t miss it. 


Not to be outdone, the Stratford Festival has a scorching hot hit on their hands 
thanks to its toe-tapping revival of My One And Only. This classic jazz-age 
romance, with amazing music and lyrics by George and Ira Gershwin, tells the 
zany tale of a daredevil pilot and the ravishingly beautiful bathing beauty he has 
fallen in love with, but an evil Prince completes that particular love triangle and 
complicates matters no end. This spectacular production has it all: exotic 
locations, outrageous plot twists, extravagant costumes and sensational musical 
numbers that are so inventively staged that the audiences are literally cheering 
out loud. This show is truly magical. Both of these world-class festivals have many 
other unforgettable theatrical productions—comedies, dramas, classics—on offer 
as well, so please check into their season’s calendar of events to treat yourself. 
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Last but never least, let’s hope that 
the warm summer weather holds out 
for the Aids Walk For Life—Toronto, 
that will be held on September 16, 
because that’s the very special day 
when community teams, corporate 
sponsors, energetic volunteers and 
oodles of cheering spectators are on 
hand to support the thousands of 
enthusiastic men, women and children 
who participate in this annual event 
that raises funds and awareness to 
continue the fight against the deadly illness that continues to plague the globe. 
Remember that AIDS is not to be feared, it is to be fought, so please do your part 
by sponsoring a registered participant for this very worthy event or by making a 
donation directly to the AIDS Committee of Toronto. Either way, your help and 
concern will be greatly appreciated. 


WALK 
FORLIFE 


The Walk will do us good 


A brief Pride Parade post-mortem: The highly appreciative crowd of nearly a 
million strong roared its continuous approval as the fabulous floats filled with 
gorgeous go-go boys glided by. And the city’s very good-natured and tolerant 
Mayor Miller joined the marchers once again, while the Grand Marshal—local 
drag legend Michelle DuBarry—helped to keep the noisy throng entertained for 
three solid hours. Overall the costumes were wildly creative, the music was 
endlessly blaring and many major brand name sponsors were well represented. 
While a big asset to keeping everything manageable and safe were some of 
Toronto’s cutest uniformed cops. Who knew? And, although it was perfectly 
understandable that the lineups to the local gaybourhood hangouts were horren- 
dously long, the fact that many of those community establishments had purposely 
jacked up their prices was not! In fact such behaviour is just tacky, tacky, tacky! 


So with the colder weather just around the corner, now is the time to get out 
and enjoy the dog days of summer along with some of the best entertainment 
this month has to offer. Have fun! W 


KOOZA Photo Credit: Olivier Samson Arcand 
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SORRY, SIR, BERNICE THINKS IT’S 
STILL 1943 AND SHE'S A HOSTESS 
AT THE HOLLYWOOO CANTEEN, 


HANSON & NEUWIRTH 


WHILE VISITING HIS 
MOTHER IN THE 
NURSING HOME, 

NATHAN IS TREATED 

TO SOME VERY OLD 
"CHEESECAKE"... 


ACTUALLY, LINDA... WE'RE 
REALLY WORRIED ABOUT OUR 
MOTHER, WHY IS SHE SO O/T 
OF ITP AND WHYS SHE IN A 
WHEELCHAIR P LAST WEEK 
SHE WAS WALKING 
AROUND JUST 

FINE... 


SHE'S BEEN AGITATED, SO THEY HAD TO 
UP HER MEDICATION... ANO THEY'VE GOT 
HER IN A WHEELCHAIR CAUSE SHE PELL 
DOWN A PEW TIMES LAST WEEK. 


ALRIGHT, CSAR, LET'S CLOSE 
THAT ROBE, AND WHY OON'T 
WE GO WATCH GOME TV... 


BUT | HAVEN'T 
DANCED WITH TYRONE 


INTO MY OFFICE, 
AND WE CAN TALK 


NEXT WEEKEND! 


GOD, NATHAN. | CAN'T BELIEVE 
THIS IS WHAT MOM'S COME TO... 
GHE USED TO BE SO ENERGETIC, 
WE COULDN'T GET HER TO SHUT 

UP, REMEMBERP NOW SHE'S 
LIKE A ZOMBIE. 


MOM, WE HAVE TO GO 
NOW... BUT WE'LL BE BACK 


I THINK SO... BUT LET'S 
JUST SAY IF | WASN’T 


—sNIFFS UGH... IT'S SO 
HARD TO LEAVE HER 


YEAH... THE SOCIAL 
WORKER TOLD ME WHY 


CHELSEABoOYS. COM 
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2007 AIDS Walk for Life— 
The Walk Will Do Us Good! 


By Tricia Diduch 


Looking for compelling reasons to participate in the 2007 AIDS Walk for Life? 
Here’s the main one: the Walk will do us good! If that’s not reason enough, read 
on to find out what makes the AIDS Walk for Life a unique, national fundraising 
event. 


About the AIDS Walk for Life 


AIDS Walk for Life is Canada’s premiere national fundraising event for the 
community-based AIDS movement. Born out of a series of AIDS walks organized 
independently by various communities across Canada, beginning with Vancouver 
in 1986, the AIDS Walk for Life is now a national event organized by the Canadian 
AIDS Society (CAS) and its member organizations. This year marks the eleventh 
anniversary of the country-wide AIDS Walk for Life, which has generated over 
$25.8 million since 1996. With communities across Canada participating in the 
Walk between September 16 to 23, the Walk continues to evolve and generate 
increased awareness of HIV/AIDS in Canada. 


The Walk Will Do Us Good 


By us, we mean not only the 58,000 people living with HIV/AIDS in Canada, but 
also those affected by HIV/AIDS, including anyone at risk of developing HIV/AIDS, 
caregivers, friends and family of people living with HIV/AIDS. Whether we recog- 
nize it or not, HIV/AIDS affects all of our communities, socially, culturally and 
economically. 


That’s certainly a compelling reason to join forces with Walk participants 
across the country. The Walk will help us all by generating the financial resources 
to help prevent further HIV/AIDS infections, to increase awareness, and to 
provide programs to assist people living with HIV/AIDS. The ultimate hope, of 
course, is that, one day, we will find a cure to end HIV/AIDS. In the meantime, 
the Walk helps focus attention on HIV/AIDS as a national issue to advance our 
pursuit of that goal. 


A Fresh Campaign, Infused with Meaning 


This year, a bright, bold, new design produced by an HIV-positive artist is being 
used to promote the Walk. Responding to GIPA (Greater Involvement of People 
Living with HIV/AIDS) principles, empowering people living with HIV/AIDS and 
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Sunday, September 23 
Eau Claire Market 
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awareness association 


Registration 12:00 - 1:30pm 
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encouraging them to share their vision and their experiences are hallmarks of the 
community HIV/AIDS movement. That’s why every year, beginning this year, CAS 
and its Walk partners are committed to putting a new HIV-positive artist in the 
spotlight. It’s about inviting people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHIV/AIDS) to play 
an active leadership role in the activities that have an impact on their lives and to 
advocate for their own needs, whether they’re related to treatment, affordable 
housing, employment legislation and financial support. 


This year’s featured artist is joe average. The self-portrait entitled My Thinking 
Cap (Life with HIV) contains the image of cap on a man’s head, with the cap 
sectioned out in a similar manner to a phrenology diagram (the theory that 
believed certain parts of the brain related to personality and other human 
characteristics). The elements in the thinking cap speak to the many components 
of life that both determine and constitute health, and to the range of life experi- 
ences that are vital for maintaining balance and quality of life. Living without 
illness, many of us may take these elements for granted, but they may become 
increasingly important to us as our health is compromised. 


On the man’s face, where a nose should be, a set of pills sits, secured by the 
thinking cap.Vital to the experience of staying alive, these represent joe average’s 
3TC, d4T and AZT pills—one of many cocktail regimens joe average has taken to 
treat HIV over the course of his life. 


As joe average explains:“When | first started the cocktail treatment, | did a few 
images about AlIDS— including My Thinking Cap (Life with HIV)—because | wanted 
that out of me a little bit. For the most part though, my images aren’t so much 
AIDS-related—they’re more about how the child in me wants to see the world: 
happy and with love. There is so much communication with colour. Over the 
years I’ve learned how much of a language colour is. Colour creates joy in me and 
it creates joy in other people.” 


If you’re an artist living with HIV/AIDS, the Canadian AIDS Society welcomes 
you to submit artwork for consideration for next year’s campaign. For complete 
competition details and to request a submission form, please contact Joshua 
Snider, National AIDS Walk for Life Coordinator at joshuas@aidswalkforlife.ca. 


Benefiting Community HIV/AIDS Organizations Across Canada 


In Peterborough, Ontario, the Walk, organized by PARN—Your Community 
AIDS Resource Network, raised approximately $25,000 last year. Approximately 
200 registered participants grooved to the tunes of a band hired to raise spirits. 
A moment was also set aside to remember loved ones lost to HIV/AIDS through 
a commemorative gesture. Participants of all ages and walks of life turned out— 
a high school model UN group, a group of socially active grandmothers, Rainbow 
services, harm reduction services and local business groups. Within the local 
community, the Walk is an opportunity to openly confront the issue of HIV/AIDS 
and to talk about it. Local AIDS Walk for Life organizer Suzanne Galloway 
explains, “With increased stigma in a small community, people don’t speak out. 
This is our opportunity to explain that HIV/AIDS is not just in urban areas, but 
in our own community too.” 


In Halifax, Nova Scotia, participating in the national Walk offers the feeling of 
being involved in something beyond just the local community. “There’s a sense of 
joining forces at the national level and really doing something of importance,” 
explains Jessica Wall of the AIDS Coalition of Nova Scotia (ACNS).With one lane 
downtown closed to traffic to accommodate the Walk, the participants capture 
local attention with a bright, colourful presence. This year, ACNS hopes to raise 
$50,000, through the efforts of roughly 600 participants in order to help fund 
services such as the PHA Health Fund, a fund covering emergency heath costs for 
people living with HIV/AIDS.The word is already out and teams are already begin- 
ning fundraising efforts. 


At the opposite end of the country, three local groups will be joining forces to 
host this year’s Walk in Victoria, BC: AIDS Vancouver Island, Vancouver Island 
Persons Living with HIV/AIDS Society (VPWAS) and Victoria AIDS Resource and 
Community Service Society (VARCS). There, the walk lends a sense of commu- 
nity and belonging to people living with HIV/AIDS. “It’s the one day of the year, 
PLWHIV/AIDS don’t have to deal with the fear of stigma and discrimination they 
encounter on a daily basis,” claims Ruby Black of Vancouver Island Person Living 
with HIV/AIDS Society. It’s also an opportunity to dispel myths. While medica- 
tions are enabling people to live with HIV/AIDS longer, there’s still no cure and 
medications often bring their own challenges, such as undesirable side effects. As 
well, the Walk stimulates renewed interest among the business community 
through sponsorships and participation in the AIDS Walk for Life. 


In communities across Canada, the 2007 AIDS Walk for Life is gearing up for 
another successful Walk experience. Come out, show your support in the 
national fight against HIV/AIDS and take part in the fun. The Walk will do you 
good! 

To participate in the 2007 AIDS Walk for Life in your community, or for more 
information, please contact your local AIDS service organization, or visit our 
website at aidswalkforlife.ca. W 


OUTLOOKS 


is a proud sponsor of 


Canada’s most important HIV/AIDS fundraising and awareness event is 
the annual AIDS Walk for Life. During the national event, cities and 
communities from across the country will host Walks to raise funds 
for local services and programming and to raise awareness about 
HIV/AIDS. 


HIV/AIDS affects us all. There is no cure and no vaccine. We Walk for 
those who are no longer with us. We Walk to support those living with 
and affected by HIV/AIDS. We Walk to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS in our 
own communities. We all have our reasons. 
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Whatever your reason, join the fight against HIV/AIDS in your commu- 
nity and Walk. When you Walk and collect pledges for the AIDS Walk for 
Life, you are making a difference in the lives of those living with and 
affected by HIV/AIDS in your community. 


We hope that one day we won't need to Walk any longer. Until then, the 
Walk will do us good. 


For information on how you can participate, please visit our website at 
aidswalkforlife.ca or e-mail us at info@aidswalkforlife.ca 
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ALL AIDS WALK FOR LIFE PROCEEDS SUPPORT DIRECT SERVICES FOR PEOPLE LIVING WITH AND AFFECTED BY HIV/AIDS IN YOUR COMMUNITY, 
2007 IMAGE BY ACCLAIMED CANADIAN HIV+ ARTIST JOE AVERAGE. REPRODUCED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE ARTIST. 
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Whether you arrive by train, car or plane, as you draw near to this city you will 
notice that rather than being dominated by high-rise buildings, steeples, spires and 
turrets cap the skyline. You might think you've arrived at the Magic Kingdom, but in fact 
you're in Prague—the jewel in the crown at the centre of Europe. 


With over one thousand years of history and architecture—encompassing 
Romanesque rotundas, Gothic cathedrals, Baroque and renaissance palaces, art 
nouveau, neo-classical, cubist and functionalist houses and contemporary structures— 
this truly is a fantasy land that’s here in the real world. Spared from the devastation of 
bombs during Europe’s two world wars, Prague is a blend of culture and architecture 
from many periods in history, which rarely can be found all in one city. Strolling along 
the cobbled streets, absorbing the sights and relaxing in the tranquility is a remarkable 
change of pace for any vacationer. 


The capital city of the Czech Republic, Prague—occupying approximately 500 square 
kilometers—is comprised of five old towns nestled amongst undulating hills and sitting 
astride the river Vitava. The Vitava’s islands and riverbanks making the perfect setting for 
this city’s historic magnificence complement stunning panoramic views from the hilltops. 


The city’s roots of the five old towns still define its neighbourhoods today. Atop a 
hill on the west bank, is Hradcany, the Castle District. Below, is Mala Strana the thirteenth 
century Lesser Quarter, and close by, Petrin Hill offers fine panoramic views overlooking 
the city. On the other bank of the river, connected by Prague’s many bridges, including 
the famous Charles Bridge is Staré Mesto—or Old Town—where Old Town Square 
offers many attractions. Adjacent is the fourteenth century Nové Mesto, or New Town 
which includes the infamous Wenceslas Square. The fifth sector is the Jewish Quarter 
known as Josefov. Each with distinct character and architecture, these communities 
afford a fascinating journey back in time with attractions, museums, galleries and 
scenery to occupy days of sightseeing and intrigue. 


With a resident population of just under one million, Prague has a thriving GLBT 
community, which would more likely be found in a city several times its size. Perhaps 
this is due to the central European location and close proximity to other major 
European cities—Prague is approximately 300 kilometres from Vienna, Berlin and 
Bratislava. Warsaw, Budapest and Copenhagen are only a day’s drive away—and a vast 
tourist population now visits Prague throughout the entire year and not just during the 
summer months. 


More than fifty gay businesses, including a diverse range of bars, accommodations, 
pubs, nightclubs, restaurants, cafes, spas, shops, sex clubs, movie theatres and more, are 
spread out equally amongst the five districts making the gay community a very integral 
part of the entire city. 


The Czech Republic has very liberal, gay-friendly laws and same-sex domestic 
partnerships have been legal since May of 2006. However, throughout Europe the sexual 
liberation of the gay community is apparent in the bars and clubs where sexual acts are 
more public and the sex trade is more prevalent than we are used to in North America. 
Be prepared for the handsome young man who smiles at you from across the bar. 
While your good looks and great body might attract him, it’s more likely he spotted the 
bulge in your wallet. Whichever is the case, you are certain to enjoy the diversity and 
choices that Prague’s gay business community has to offer. From cosy piano bars to 
trendy dance clubs and everything in between, the gay traveler will find plenty to make 
for a perfect vacation in the gay heart of Europe. 


Prague Castle is the premier tourist attraction, situated high on a hill with spectacular 
views of the entire city. It is easy to spend a whole day visiting the various ancient 
structures, or wandering through the magnificent, world famous gardens. It is the largest 
medieval castle complex in Europe and the ancient seat of Czech kings throughout the 
ages. The first known building on this site was erected in the ninth century. In the 
twelfth century a Romanesque palace replaced the building, and in the fourteenth 
century, under the reign of Charles IV, it was rebuilt in the Gothic style. A further 
reconstruction of the Royal Palace then took place under the Jagellons at the end of 
the fifteenth century. The builder, Benedikt Rejt, also added the now famous Vladislav 
Hall. After World War I, the architect J. Plecnik renovated the interior and gardens of 
Prague Castle. Today, Prague Castle is the seat of the President of the Czech Republic 


and serves as the historical and political centre for both the city and state. The Castle 
and Gardens are open daily to tourists year round and the changing of the guard 
ceremony takes place hourly. This is a must visit for a real understanding of Prague’s 
historic significance in Europe. 


Step into the Old Town Square in Prague and journey back in time, six or seven 
hundred years. As you stand in awe, the dramatic history of Prague surrounds you. This 
square (Staromestske Namesti) with its ancient buildings and magnificent churches is 
one of the most beautiful historical sights in Europe. Dating back to the late twelfth 
century, it started life as the central marketplace for Prague. Over the next few 
centuries, many buildings of Romanesque, Baroque and Gothic styles were erected 
around the market, each bringing with them stories of wealthy merchants and their 
lives. Today the square is skirted with sidewalk cafes providing the opportunity to sit 
with a cocktail in hand and absorb the magnificence. Here you will find the famous 
Astronomical Clock mounted on the side of the Old Town Hall. Join the crowd in front 
of the clock to observe the procession of the Twelve Apostles—on the hour, every 
hour, a small trap door opens and Christ marches out ahead of his disciples, while the 
skeleton of death tolls the bell to a defiant statue of a Turk. This will prove to be one 
of the many Prague magical moments in time. 


Additionally in the Old Town is The Municipal House Concert Hall & Exhibition 
Centre, which is Prague’s most prominent Art Nouveau building. Situated on the site 
of the former Royal Court Palace, this impressive building is a popular attraction, with 
visitors drawn in by the art nouveau gold trimmings, stained glass windows and sculptures, 
as well as the café, French restaurant and regular exhibitions and classical concerts. 


Although the attractions in Prague are too numerous to mention in one story, the 
Charles Bridge, the Museum of Communism, Old Town Square, Dancing House and the 
National Theatre are also worthy of every tourist’s agenda. Some unusual attractions 
can be found in The New Town including the Grand Hotel Europa, whose Art Nouveau 
Café is known as the Titanic Café. When the Titanic’s architect was visiting this café it 
inspired him to create a replica on board the actual Titanic and now this has become 
an important part of maritime history. This hotel was also used as one of the sets for 
Tom Cruise’s Mission Impossible movie. 


If you would like a gay tour guide to help you navigate this historical feast, then highly 
recommended is Paul Raders (contact phone 420 603 365 757). He can show you 
Prague with an insider’s perspective, providing detailed local history in fluent English at 
reasonable rates for small groups or individuals. 


Exploring the winding narrow cobblestone streets and alleyways will be rewarded 
with surprises around every corner. This is a perfect city to explore on foot in order 
to enjoy the splendor, that is Prague. Much of the gay life in the Czech Republic is 
centered around Prague, but the surrounding countryside is well worth visiting. This 
country is renowned for beautiful scenery, meandering rivers, small towns and 
centuries old castles and you won't be disappointed if you venture outside of the city. 


There are several organised day trips into the country or you can simply rent a car 
and explore for yourself what the Czech Republic has to offer. Nearby fourteenth 
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Roy Heale has been the owner of SuperMarketing for the 
past twenty-four years and is the founder and publisher of 
Outlooks magazine. He is also a member of the Travel Media 


Association of Canada. 
Photos by Roy Heale 


» Nouvum Garden B&B 


century Karlstejn Castle, thirteenth century Krivoklat Castle and Loket Castle are just 
a few of the ancient monuments which are available for exploration. 


Emperor Josef || founded the town of Terezin in the late eighteenth century. It is an 
outstanding example of a military fort in the style of Classicist architecture. The Terezin 
Memorial is a tribute to the victims of Nazism and the Holocaust with the Ghetto 
Museum, cemeteries and other mementoes of modern European history. 


The Karlovy Vary region of healing springs and health spas is renowned all over 
Europe for the effectiveness of their spa treatments. You might want to indulge and 
experience for yourself the rejuvenating mineral springs. 


Whatever you choose for an excursion and change of pace, you will feel like you are 
creating your very own fairy tale as you experience the local Czech charm. 


Staying gay in Prague offers several different options in the heart of the city and 
surrounding neighbourhoods. There is an excellent inexpensive subway and tram 
system that allows you to stay anywhere and always be close to wherever you are 
going. Several choices are gay or gay friendly and in the central areas Guesthouse Arco, 
Toucan Apartments, Ron’s Rainbow Guest House and Old Town Apartments are all gay 
owned. A short subway ride will take you to the highly recommended new, exclusively 
gay Guesthouse Nouvum Garden Bed and Breakfast with cosy, modern rooms, cocktail 
bar and spa facility. You can also take the subway to the gay Villa Mansland where the 
Villa’s boys will be happy to entertain you during your stay in the cocktail lounge or in 
the beautiful gardens. 


Whatever style of accommodation or price range you may be seeking, gay Prague 
has a variety of choices to offer at reasonable rates compared to some of Europe’s 
other major cities. 


Since all of Europe’s low-cost airlines are now flying into Prague the gay tourist has 
been quick to follow, and this city truly has become the heart of Europe’s gay commu- 
nity for both quick getaways and extended vacations. If you are planning a visit to this 
fairy tale magical kingdom then be sure to plan early and make your reservations well 
in advance of your holidays. 


Following in a tradition that dates back centuries, you are sure to be treated like 
royalty—or at least a queen—in Prague. W 
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Planning an event in Edmonton? 
| Contact jackson@jacksonphotografix.com and 
he’ll see about covering it in Out & About. 
Photos by: jacksonphotografix.com 


WEDDINGS 


I would be honored 
to serve as your 
Marriage Officiant 
and celebrate your 
union! 


“T, you, he, she, we...in the garden of 
mystic lovers - are not true distinctions.” 
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Montréal’s 
Madame of 
Mascara 


Mado Lamotte 


By David King 


If Montréal’s Divers/Cité had 
an official mascot, surely it 
would be Mado Lamotte. Just 
don’t ask her to sing a tune by 
Céline Dion. 


“For me it’s the same song 
over and over again,’ says 
_ Mado, “love, love, love, and love. 
People tell me how good the 
Vegas show is and say | should 
go see it, but for what? So my 
ear can suffer for two hours 
while | watch the Cirque du 
Soleil choreography?” 


In just a little over a decade, 
Mado has transformed into one 
of Québec’s most unique forms 
of celebrity, both inside and 
outside of queer circles. 
Whether she’s performing 
ABBA, balancing the books at her nightclub or doing TV spots for Yum Yum Potato 
Chips, it’s easy to follow her trail—especially now that she’s gone couture, with 
a new outfit designed for her each week. 


“Mado used to be so tacky,” jokes the clown-esque entertainer, “so for me this 
is a good improvement. You can’t be the same character for twenty years, unless 
you're Ronald McDonald. My dressing room’s not that bad. | often joke it’s in the 
basement of that church on René-Lévésque Street, so | take a tram to get there”. 


In June, Mado returned to the Fringe Festival to host the Drag Races, a wildly 
popular annual event where spectators are given a drag makeover and forced to 
run an obstacle course, all while carrying polyester cocktails to a bitchy drag 
judge. Fresh from hosting her signature Bingo at July’s Just For Laughs Festival 
(where prizes include tacky items like busts of Elvis), she’s about to hit the stage 
for the tenth anniversary edition of Mascara: La Nuits des Drags at this year’s 
Divers/Cité. One of the festival’s most highly anticipated outdoor events, the 
anniversary line-up promises to be top notch. 


Playing up her mastery of ‘franglais’ (those who are bilingual will often catch 
Mado’s hilariously bad simultaneous translations), Mado often sings in her own 
voice, with a last name that sends up her Québec heritage. When her early 
Bingos at Sky Club could no longer contain crowds, she launched herself into 
venues like the Montréal Casino and Spectrum, sparing consumers no mercy with 
a whack of Mado-ro-bilia and columns in magazines like Ici and Fugues. Following 
the closure of [mainly impersonator] Club LEntre-Peau, she joined forces with 
other drag artists scattered around the Village to take over entrepreneurship of 
Cabaret Club Mado. A blend of queer and straight-suburbanite crowds, the club’s 
popularity hasn’t wavered a bit. 


“| can’t compare it to what L’Entre-Peau was,” Mado reflects, “but back then 
there were older people who were going out forever, and now it seems like at 
thirty years old, people want to settle down and follow that model that society 
has put there—for whom | don’t know—not for me, that’s for sure. So now I’m 
among the oldest in the village, and | feel like a granny.Actually | am a granny—in 
the drag world | have a daughter, and she just adopted a daughter too. Mummy!” 


If Mado hates Céline now, she may really hate her by summer's end. This 
August, she’ll also make her English-language theatre debut in C’est Cheese 
Productions’ Saving Céline—a Psycho and Dressed To Kill-inspired whodunit 
about an obsessed Céline Dion impersonator with a death wish. 


“| hate Céline Dion,” affirms Mado, who clearly hasn’t done her research by 
listening to the diva’s music. “That will be the challenge—impersonating someone 
who loves Céline that much. Fortunately I’ve seen so many people around me 
impersonating Céline, and that’s helped me a lot. | work with a lot of freaks— 
I’m one myself”. 


Favouring drag over impersonation, altering Mado into a female impersonator 
is only one fun challenge the role holds in store. 


“| think the casting makes thing easier than having someone coming in from 
theatre school trying to play an impersonator,” describes Mado. “The difference 
comes from the writing, because when I’m onstage most of what | do is improv, 
and now | am following a written text”. 


So if she hates Céline, who holds a place in Mado’s heart? Certainly celebrated 
French chanteuse Dalida, a retro mainstay in Québec as well as in France. 


“My favourite singer is Kylie [Minogue] but | can’t do her,’ Mado smiles, “it’s not 
my culture and it doesn’t make sense. Not Madonna. | know people will hate me 
for saying this, but Madonna is just an aerobics dancer compared to Kylie—one 
is a Barbie and one is an old bitch”. 


For more on Mado visit mado.qc.ca. For information on Mascara and 
Divers/Cité’s other programming, visit diverscite.org. Saving Céline opens 
August 29 at Mainline Theatre in Montréal. Box-office: 514-848-9696 or 
cshow.ca. VW 


IN THE NEWS 


Montréal Pride Bounces Back 
By David King 
jet 


After a bizarre few months re- 
organizing a new Pride Parade and 
Community Day, the group 
_ Celébrations LGBTA Montréal has 
revived Montréal’s Community 
Day and Parade in lighting speed. 
Unable to secure a long weekend 
for 2007 for travellers, the first 
edition was held this past 
weekend. President Eric Pineault is 


pretty confident the group is here to stay. 

“Our new coordinators are really experienced in these type of events,” says 
Pineault, who is also the General Manager of Equipe Montréal. “We're set up as 
a non-profit group, and we’re ready to embark on something positive for 
Montréal, which it really needs right now”. 

The heavily publicized cancellation of Pride activities from Divers/Cité’s 
programming earlier this year, combined with at least one failed attempt at kick- 
starting a new Pride organization, almost postponed Pride _ indefinitely. 
Célébrations LGBTA organizers swooped in, returning the parade to daytime. 
The parade’s theme (this year “The Power of the Four Elements”) will be under 
artistic direction as a colorful ritual for the future. 

Quickly raising over half of its $125,000 budget and arranging the dates with 
city officials (a process that normally takes months), it wasn’t long before 
criticism of Célébrations LGBTA hit the media, particularly of some of its elected 
coordinators [who were] involved with OutGames financial disasters last year. 
Pineault assures all measures are in place to avoid another fiscal embarrassment 
for the queer community. 

“A focus on Community Day and the Parade only will help things,’ affirms 
Pineault. “Along with souvenirs, we’ve set up ambassador programs for 
donations on three levels, and with general float and event registrations we'll be 
able to break even”. 

As Divers/Cité had kept Montréal’s Pride Parade creative and non-commercial 
for years, it’s tough to predict how corporate-mainstream Célébrations LGBTA 
will end up, particularly with the Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce, bars 
and retailers more involved in it than ever. For now, the emphasis rests on placing 
Pride and Community Day into the hands of Montréal’s queer communities, with 
representatives from community-based groups equally involved in making sure it 
all floats. Pineault notes more than sixty organizations participated in 
consultations before going ahead, with double that number participating in 2007's 
edition. 

“It’s really important to us that community groups continue to participate,” says 
Pineault, “and we've established a structure that will support that, with an Annual 
General Meeting planned for this fall to keep things democratic”. Célébrations 
LGBTA Montréal can be found online at celebrations-lgbta.org. W 


David King is a freelance journalist currently residing in Montreal. A writer, 
performer and director, he is the co-founding Artistic Director of Montreal’s OUT 
Productions. 
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Dante’s Cove, Season One & Season Two 

Directed by: Sam Irwin 

From: here! 

Running Time: 190 minutes (season one), 251 minutes (season two) 
Release Date: 2006 (season one), 2007 (season two) 

By Dale Smith 


Despite the fact that it has yet to make an appearance on Canadian television, 
with the second season just out on DVD and a third currently in production, | 


decided that it was time to check out Dante’s Cove. When the cover describes it 


as “Your new guilty pleasure,” | have to say that | couldn’t agree more. 


Perhaps the most obvious comparison one could make would be to say that | 


the show is Queer as Folk meets Buffy the Vampire Slayer. There’s a lot of flesh 
(both male and female) to go around, and a supernatural storyline with just a 


touch of camp thrown in for good measure. The story begins in 1840, when a © 


witch named Grace (the vampish Tracy Scoggins) catches her fiancée Ambrosius 
(William Gregory Lee) with his valet. Heartbroken but still in love, Grace curses 
Ambrosius to live as a decrepit old man never to see the light of day again, locked 
in the cellar of his own home. 


Fast forward to the present day, Laguna Beach. Toby (fellow Outlooks contrib- 
utor Charlie David) prepares to head back to Dante’s Cove for work, tries to 
convince his boyfriend Kevin (Gregory Michael) to join him. Kevin is at first reluc- 
tant, but after one final blow out with his parents, he decides to join Toby at the 
Hotel Dante to begin afresh. But on the way to the Cove, Kevin begins having 
visions involving Grace and Ambrosius, and Toby is soon drawn into the super- 
natural events as well. Despite Kevin making a new start with Toby’s friends, 
including his lesbian best friend Van (Nadine Heimann), he soon falls under 
Ambrosius’ influence, and things get interesting when Grace reappears, not having 
aged a day—still in love and still aching for vengeance. 


Despite it being billed as a first season, the two episodes could perhaps be 
more properly billed as a miniseries, some three hours long in total. 
Nevertheless, Dante’s Cove is a visual feast. Shot in widescreen, the cinematog- 
raphy is beautiful, and the choices made from rich vivid colours offset by gothic 
notes, to the sepia tones of flashback shots, the visual presentation is not to be 
underestimated. While there are a couple of stilted performances and a few 
special effect shots that could have been better, the plot was engaging, and it was 
pretty sexy. 
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Season two picks up the cliffhanger 
that the first season ended on, and 
moved forward immediately from 
“y there. Van becomes more involved in 

- i the magic of the Tresum religion that 
= é& Grace and Ambrosius practice, while 
= |=" Ambrosius tries to approach his 
> attempts to win Kevin over from a new 

= direction, giving himself a makeover and 

+ ~~) becoming a thoroughly modern man in 
= the process. The battle between Grace 

and Ambrosius heats up as the days 

draw closer to an event known as the 

Libra Solstice, with Van and Kevin 

drawn into the plotting, while Toby gets 
taken along for the ride. 


Story-wise, season two is a bit 
tighter, and the fact that there are only 
five episodes means that they can focus on the main storyline without any filler. 
We get more into the lives of the main characters, and into the history and 
mythology of the series, especially in terms of the Tresum magic, with the Moon- 
female/Sun-male powers. There are a few cast changes, most notably in the 
character of Adam (which was a blessing, since the first actor was pretty 
wooden). A few of the extraneous characters are dropped and a few more stable 
ones are added instead. One of the notable additions is the character of Diana, 
played by Queer as Folk alum Thea Gill, billed as a “special guest star” much the 
way that Heather Locklear was on Melrose Place. 


The location has changed as well. The first season had been shot on Turks & 
Caicos Islands, while the second moved the location to the island of Oahu, 
Hawaii. (Grace remarked of the changed sets that it was a miracle what a touch 
of paint could do). One of the side effects of the change is that there were a lot 
fewer night scenes shot due to local curfews placed on location shooting, shifting 
the action from the nighttime of the first season, to the daylight in the second. 
Also, while the first season was shot on 35mm film, the second moved to high 
definition videotape, which did bleed out some of the differences in tonality, but 
with the action taking almost entirely in the present, there wasn’t the same need 
for the sepia tones of the flashback scenes. 


Dante’s Cove is a fun and compelling series that really does live up to its 
moniker of being a guilty pleasure. My only regret is that it’s not airing in Canada, 
so we'll have to wait that much longer for season three to make it to DVD. W 


Canada Day Party 


July 1 at Eighteen 


sluesfest 
July 4 - 15 at Lebreton Flats 


Miss Giselle & Miss Bella 


Planning an event in Ottawa? Kidz on TV band 
Contact Jeremy at jersvision@yahoo.ca : 
and he'll see about covering it in Out & About. 


Crystal Castles 


Kidz on TV 


June 12 at SAW Gallery 


Living Room Dance www.ARBORMEMORIAL.com 


| Arbor Funeral Homes 


c 


to offer the rites 
ducts to meet your 
family needs. 


~ a 


AK 
~~ 
Ps s 


Headliner, Pink Martini 


snVeT docations to s 
across British Columbia. 
Z4 hours a day, 7 days a week. 


< tatetalate? . * 
ena Avalon Surrey Sands Funeral Chapel Richmond 
Funeral Home (Duncan) Funeral Home 
13288 108 Avenue 187 Trunk Road 8420 Cambie Road 
, BC VOR 1/0 Duncan, BC V9L 2P1 Richmnond, BC V6x 1K1 
Phorie: 604-5a0s8401 Phone; 604-746-5212 Phone: 604-273-3748 


Sands Funeral Chapel Sands Funeral Chapel 
Colwood 


- ( } (Victoria) 
Jazzfest 317 Coldstream Avenue 1803 mw Street i + nae 
i Colwood, BC v9B 2w9 Victoria, V8T 4B8 rey, Vv 
June 27 at Confederation Park a Phone: 604-478-3821 Phone: 250-388-5155 Phone: 604-596-8866 


yright 2007 by Mike Helena 


OUTLDOKS August 2007 19 


By Rick Pollard 


F 
\ 
so 


emme 
rVIStBITy 
LAST 


tal 


VILLA 
MANSLAND 


WW/W.VILLA-MANSLANDEU 


STEPNIENA 9-11, CZ-18200 PRAGUE 8B 
TEL.: +420 - 286 884 405, Fax: +420 - 286 884 404 
RESERVATION: +420 - 777 833733 
E-MAIL: HOTEL@VILLA-MANSLAND.EU 


RESTAURANT * Care * Bar * GARDEN 
SAUNA * MIASSAGEN * WHIRLPOOL 


20 August 2007 OUTLDOKS 


Friday, June 29, 2007. My first full day in London. 


Early that morning, police were summoned to London’s theatre district after a keen- 
eyed paramedic spotted smoke filling up a vehicle parked nearby. The area was sealed 
off and police carried out a controlled explosion of an explosive device made out of 
gas cylinders, petrol and nails. A second car bomb was later discovered, and destroyed, 
on a nearby street. 


The authorities had no specific advance knowledge of these attempted attacks. 
Nevertheless, they agreed that the bombs were the work of terrorists. And they agreed 
that the threat of further attacks was real. 


It seemed to a boy from the Canadian Prairies that a threat of this magnitude might 
have disrupted plans for the Thirty-Fifth Annual Pride Parade the following day. Indeed, 
| can only imagine the reaction of authorities in Regina to such a threat. But, since the 
days of the troubles in Northern Ireland, Londoners have lived with the threat of 
imminent terrorist attacks. In fact, my tour guide described the incident as a spot of 
bother and expressed regret that the resulting security precautions meant that my 
companions and | wouldn’t get to see Piccadilly Circus that morning as planned. 


Later that day, Pride London officials met with the Metropolitan Police of London. It 
was agreed that the parade would go ahead, as planned, with a few additional security 
precautions. 


That night, the news featured exhaustive coverage of the terrorist threat. But it also 
showcased the floods in northeastern England, the return of the Spice Girls, 
Wimbledon tennis, and Gordon Brown’s first days as Britain’s new Prime Minister. The 
message was clear: Londoners were not going to let the terrorists keep them from the 
business of living their lives. 


On Saturday, June 30, the parade left the assembly point at Baker Street at | PM, and 
proceeded along Oxford and Regent Street before arriving in Trafalgar Square, 
Whitehall and Piccadilly where most of the crowds were waiting. The participants in 
the parade represented the full diversity of the queer community—people of every 
colour and creed, from footballers to firemen to fetishists. 


Pride London estimates that up to 460,000 people attended the parade, in spite of 
the incessant rain that plagued much of my stay in the city. 


There were no terrorist attacks in London that day. However, a flaming Jeep was 
driven into the terminal building at the Glasgow airport in Scotland, right around the 
same time that the main stage show began in Trafalgar Square in London. The attackers 
failed in their mission, and the perpetrators were soon arrested. 


Back in Trafalgar Square, London Mayor Ken Livingstone spoke of “those who had 
sought to bring terror to their streets” just hours earlier and said how proud he was 
of London for hosting the Pride parade, particularly on a day like this. He said it was a 
sign of a city “where people can come to be themselves”. 


The President of Riga Pride was also in attendance and she thanked Londoners for 
their support of efforts to organize Pride festivities in Latvia. 


Earlier this year, Mozaika, the organizers of Riga Pride, won an historic victory against 
Riga City Council for banning their Pride event last year. The District Court ruled that 
the council’s decision to withdraw permission for Pride last year was illegal under 
Latvian law. In early June, representatives of London Pride, including the Metropolitan 
Police of London, attended Mozaika Friendship Days in Riga. The conference was 
deemed a success despite a parallel “No Homosexuals” event staged in the city at the 
same time. 


It was a sobering reminder that not all Europeans are “bohemian liberals” and that, 
in fact, many queer people continue to fight for the same rights we enjoy in Canada or 
Britain or the more progressive countries of Western Europe. 


Popular talk show host Graham Norton was on hand to lighten the mood. Openly 
gay pop star Darren Hayes, formerly of Savage Garden, headlined a group of musical 
acts that ran the gamut from musical theatre to punk to hip-hop. Representatives of 
various community organizations also spoke briefly, but nobody spoke for more than a 
few moments. 


The Trafalgar Square rally concluded at 7:00 PM with the season finale of Doctor Who. 


There was also a separate Women’s Stage as well as a party in Soho Square. Several 
bars and pubs also staged their own events. 


To a boy from the Canadian Prairies, the scale of London Pride 2007 was astonishing 
after years of attending parades in Saskatoon and Regina with just a few hundred 


people. What was even more heartening, however, was the display of solidarity with the 
gay and lesbian communities of Eastern European countries like Poland, Estonia, 
Moldova and, of course, Latvia. 


Pride should be a time of celebration. But it should also be a time of solidarity with 
those who have not shared in our progress as a community. Just as queer Londoners 
expressed their solidarity with queer Latvians in 2007, queer people in Saskatchewan 
should reach out to gay and lesbian people living in communities like Fort Qu’Appelle 
or Indian Head or Wynyard. Until all queer people can enjoy the kind of celebration 
and community solidarity | witnessed in London, none of us are truly free. 


It is worth noting that, unlike Canada, Britain has no written Constitution and no 
Charter of Rights. Discriminatory laws were overturned and civil partnerships insti- 
tuted because equality-seeking Brits convinced Parliament to change the law, not 
because MPs were forced into it by the courts. 


Britain’s new Labour Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, has suggested that perhaps the 
time has come for the United Kingdom to have a written Constitution, complete with 
a modern Bill of Rights. W 


GLBT Rights In Britain 


In recent years, the Labour government has: 


¢ Delivered civil partnerships for same sex couples, an achievement that most 
British gays | met seemed to regard as marriage. For example, Elton John and 
his partner David Furnish are regarded by most people as married. 


Equalized the age of consent, something that still hasn’t happened in Canada 
where the age of consent for regular intercourse is now sixteen, but the age 
of consent for anal intercourse remains eighteen. 


Delivered adoption rights for same sex couples. 


Ended discrimination against gay and lesbian partners for immigration 
purposes. 


Ended the ban on gays and lesbians in the military. 
Removed outdated criminal offenses such as gross indecency and buggery. 


Made it illegal to discriminate on the basis of sexuality in the provision of 
goods and services. 


Banned homophobic discrimination in the workplace. 


Repealed Section 28 of the Local Government Act, which prevented local 
governments from publishing any materials or doing anything to promote the 
acceptability of homosexuality. No one was ever prosecuted under this 
provision. But it was blamed for decisions by some local governments to 
ban certain books from local libraries, to cut funding to queer community 
organizations or to withdraw plans to publish health information leaflets. 
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By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


A personal 


Remembering Dame Daphne, Woman Of Mystery 


Dame Daphne du Maurier, who also had the title Lady Browning, was born one 
hundred years ago this year and in Britain the event is being marked by at least two 
special television programs and scores of newspaper and magazine articles. 


Du Maurier, the famed novelist and short story writer, was likely at the height of 
her fame in the forties, fifties and sixties. For several decades her novels were the 
most borrowed of all books from public libraries. 


Her father was the famous actor/manager Sir Gerald du Maurier and her grandfa- 
ther, George, was cartoonist for Punch magazine. 


Sir Gerald, famously absent minded, regularly got behind with his income tax. His 
name was such a household word that a tobacco company offered to pay off his 
substantial tax arrears provided he let them use the family name on a new brand of 
cigarette. He agreed, and the du Maurier brand was born. 


Daughter Daphne grew up in Hampstead, London, among a privileged elite. J. M. 
Barrie, author of Peter Pan, was a friend of the family and often read bedtime stories 
to her. But Daphne was shy and eventually settled in a remote part of Cornwall, 
giving up the social life of London for the mists and moors and sea she loved so 
much. 


Her name is forever linked with her destructive story of one woman’s obsession 
with another. That story, Rebecca, tells of the second Mrs. De Winter’s desperate 
struggle to break free from the shadow cast by her beautiful (and deceased) prede- 
cessor at Manderley, a house based on Menabilly, Cornwall, where she lived for years 
with her husband and children. 


Her husband was Sir Frederick Browning, a member of the Grenadier Guards and 
later private secretary to the Duke of Edinburgh. Browning was a big fan of her first 
novel, The Loving Spirit,and vowed to meet and marry her, which he did in 1932. 


Most of du Maurier’s books ended up as Hollywood movies. Rebecca (1938) was 
adapted for radio by Orson Wells and later made into a movie by Hitchcock. It 
starred Sir Lawrence Olivier and Joan Fontaine. The film won the 1940 Academy 
Award for best picture and the book was reportedly read by Neville Chamberlain on 
the infamous plane journey that led to his meeting with Adolf Hitler and the signing 
of the notorious Munich Agreement with Britain. 


Her other books included Frenchman’s Creek, Jamaica Inn, My Cousin Rachel, Rule 
Britannia and many others. She was also a prolific writer of short stories. One of 
them, The Birds, was turned into the horrific Alfred Hitchcock movie. 


| was aware of du Maurier’s writing from my teens growing up in England and | 
loved her imaginative story telling and her poetic way of expressing character and 
landscape. | was also fascinated by her obsession with time, her drifting between 
past, present and future. Indeed, her novel The House On The Strand dealt head on 
with time travel and was based on the home where | finally met her in 1978. The 
house was called Kilmarth near the village of Par, Cornwall. 


Du Maurier was famous for being intensely private and reclusive. She spent hours 
walking about the windswept moors or swimming in the sea. Though snooty critics 
dismissed her work as too romantic, she always scorned such a description. | 
regarded her as a creative genius and so did my former wife, Catherine. We had both 
read all of her work and loved it. 


In 1978, | took a sabbatical and we lived in the small Cornish fishing village of St. 
Ives, which was only an hour or two’s drive from du Maurier’s home. Despite her 
reputation for being a recluse, | was determined to meet and interview her. It took 
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several letters but she eventually agreed—possibly because it was around her seven- 
tieth birthday and she had granted one or two interviews, along with permitting a 
television program about her life and work. 


| couldn’t have been more excited than if I’d met the Queen. Despite her world- 
wide fame, she didn’t have a secretary and typed all her own letters. But she agreed 
we should meet at her home and have morning sherry before a roaring fire while | 
fired questions at her and took pictures. 


She did even better than that. She insisted my wife and | stay on for lunch and she 
had her housekeeper prepare a lovely meal. Then she gave us a tour of Kilmarth, 
including the basement where she had a private chapel and hundreds of her first 
editions in dozens of languages. In all, we spent three or four hours with her and she 
autographed several books for us. 


What | learned could fill a book. She hated all the movies her stories had been 
turned into. She loved living alone with just her dogs and the wild weather and 
moors and crashing sea on her doorstep. Little wonder she could put such realism 
into her Jamaica Inn novel, or Frenchman’s Creek. 


When she discussed her childhood with me she warmed tremendously and had a 
sweet way of talking about “daddy” even at the age of seventy. She clearly loved her 
father very much and had always tried to please him. Another surprise was that she 
loved to relax by watching American detective shows on TV—programs such as 
Kojak. She certainly was up to date even if many of her novels were concerned with 
the past. 


As we left, | asked her about the source of her inspiration. She said the first 
question she asks is What if? The imagination then takes over and the creative 
engines fire up and chart a course, the ending of which she may have no idea. 


“Well, for instance, where on earth did you get the idea for The Birds?” | asked. 


She pointed down a hill to a field where a farmer in a small tractor was ploughing. 
He was followed by a handful of seagulls waiting to see what the earth turned up. 


“| saw a farmer doing exactly what he is doing and then | began to ask What If?” 
she said. “You see where your imagination can take things.” 


| eventually broadcast a short piece about her on BBC Radio and also wrote 
articles for the San Francisco Chronicle and the Winnipeg Tribune. | was still intrigued 
by this amazingly creative woman who seemed able to write from both a male and 
female point of view—witness her story Frenchman’s Creek. 


But there were still pieces of the puzzle missing. There was something about her 
| could not quite pin down, some X factor that drew me to her. 


| tried to visit her again a decade later but she was too ill and had given up writing. 
She suffered periodically from severe bouts of depression. She died in 1989. 


But in 1993 journalist Margaret Foster published an authorized biography with the 
permission of the du Maurier family. The missing pieces were filled in. 


According to Foster, Daphne was bisexual and was infatuated with Ellen 
Doubleday, the wife of her publisher. Doubleday did not return the infatuation, which 
began when du Maurier stayed in their New York home. 


But du Maurier did have a romantic affair with the famous actress Gertrude 
Lawrence, a friend of Noel Coward. She was also deeply in love with her husband, 
Sir Frederick Browning. Indeed she spoke fondly of him when | met her. 


Du Maurier was a complex woman emotionally and sexually and could switch 
between the male and female viewpoint. She referred to her straight side as ‘Cairo’ 
and her lesbian side as ‘Venice’. 


Her father had always made it plain to her that he wished he had a son. She 
wanted to please him and even sometimes dressed like a boy and cut her hair short. 
She even invented an alter ego called Eric Avon. This amused her theatrical family, 
but at puberty she put Eric aside, repressed him. She called this side of herself ‘the 
boy in the box’. But it was this alter ego, which sometimes escaped in her writing 
and allowed her to write from a masculine viewpoint. 


BBC2 is making a ninety-minute drama, Daphne, based on this bisexual side of her 
life, a fact known by few until her death and the biography by Margaret Forster of 
which her family fully approved. It charts her deep love for her husband but also 
examines her tortured soul and her largely unrequited infatuations with Ellen 
Doubleday and Gertrude Lawrence—loves she largely sublimated in her written 
work. 


Of course in my own interview none of this was revealed. If | had known it would 
have explained a lot to me, including my own strong spiritual attraction to the woman 
and her writing. | was after all in denial about my own bisexuality for a very long 
time. 


Now my picture of the great Dame is complete and | understand her complex and 
conflicted genius much better. May she rest now in peace. W 


All photographic copyright reserved: Peter Carlyle-Gordge. 


Master of Effects 


By Megan Morman 
“lam = alternately drawn = and 
repelled by the idea that there is 
poetry in squalor,’ says Daniel Barrow 
in his piece Every Time I See Your Picture 
| Cry. Through his video and live 
animation, the Winnipeg artist 
explores the beauty in sadness. 
Barrow was in Saskatoon from June 8- 
|| for several performances and a 
lecture at AKA Gallery. 


The Face of Everything is based 


Daniel Barrow 


loosely on the experiences of 
one of Liberace’s teenage 
boyfriends, Scott Thorson. 
The first of Barrow’s 
Saskatoon performances told | 
the story of Hillbilly, a naive 
young man who goes to the 
big city (1970’s Las Vegas). 
Soon he hooks up with an 
ostentatious, and much older, 
nightclub performer named 
Devo Brunette. Hillbilly is 
invited to act in Devo’s shows 
and live in his mansion, and quickly becomes enthralled with the glamourous 
lifestyle Devo’s money brings him. Devo sees the opportunity to create and new, 
younger version of himself, and proposes the plastic reconstruction of Hillbilly’s 
face and identity. 


You’ve probably seen Barrow’s work before; he has shown extensively in 
venues for both video and performance art, including Toronto’s Images Festival, 
the Winnipeg Art Gallery and the Los Angeles Museum of Contemporary Art, as 
well as on the former PrideVision. The first time | encountered Barrow’s work 
was in a music video for queer Toronto band The Hidden Cameras. In A Miracle, 
a giant owl creature visits a lonely boy while he’s asleep in bed. The boy is eaten 
and spat out as a pellet before being taken flying with his new friend. It was 
magical and dreamily layered in jewel tones. | was both mesmerized and horri- 
fied, but knew | wanted more. 


Barrow uses a unique process to animate his work, which he describes 
variously as graphic performance, live illustration, and manual animation. Barrow 
uses an overhead projector to illuminate layers of painted Mylar transparencies. 
As he narrates, he deftly moves them on and above the projector’s bed. Barrow 
is a master at creating effects; the projected images change from sharp to fuzzy, 
still to swirling. His pictures themselves are beautiful and grotesquely drawn with 
watercolour. He uses striped patterns to create dizzying moiré movement, sort 
of like the lenticular rulers you might have used in elementary school in the 
1980s. 


Kitsch and vintage pop culture play a prominent role in Barrow’s work. Certain 
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kinds of objects reappear over and over, like Margaret Keane’s big-eye paintings 
and snow globes. Like many of his characters, The Face of Everything’s Hillbilly is 
obsessed by knick-knacks. Obscure and tragic celebrities pop in on occasion. On 
his website you can view of slide show of ‘trading cards’ featuring Rip Taylor, 
Kristy McNichol and the late Charles Nelson Reilly, among others. 


“Everyone likes to remember themselves as the kid at school who got her ass 
kicked, but few of us actually were,’ Barrow narrates in Every Time | See Your 
Picture | Cry. 


Barrow’s work isn’t funny, except for occasional bits of dark humour or 
schadenfreude. But we associate animation with comedy; perhaps this makes his 
work even more unnerving. His work is nostalgic not just for the good, but the 
bad as well. It revels in its melancholy. 


“| consider myself a monologue artist,’ says Barrow during his lecture at AKA 
Gallery. His performance narratives are always written in first person. Many 
seem semi-autobiographical; it’s easy to imagine that he’s talking about himself, 

especially after you meet him. This past winter Barrow developed an animated 
artist statement on a Commodore 64. Artist Statement is a fictionalized narra- 
tive about Barrow as a boy, and his motivations for making art. “I just want to 
make people cry,’ he explains, as the boy on the screen draws pictures with a 
tearful crowd of family members looking on. Artist Statement’s score was written 
by New York band The Ballet. 


Daniel Barrow’s visit was organized by AKA Gallery during the Fifteenth 
Saskatoon Pride Festival. In recent years the artist-run centre has worked 
closely with the Saskatoon Diversity Network to schedule queer and trans 
artists during Pride, including Tobaron Waxman, Shawna Dempsey and Lorri 
Millan and in 2008 a visit by Toronto maximalist artist Allyson Mitchell and her 
giant fun fur sasquatches. 


Barrow’s wasn’t the only show during Saskatoon’s Pride Festival. At the 
University’s Gordon Snelgrove Gallery was the third in the That’s So Gay series 
of exhibitions organized by artist and curator Zachari Logan. This year the show 
was intended to help eight local artists, working in different media but dealing 
with similar themes of gender and sexuality, get to know one another. Artists 
were paired up and wrote short texts about their partner’s work; the resulting 
dialogues were hung in the gallery alongside the art. 


Although each artist was responsible for picking their own piece to show, 
common themes emerged: particularly portraiture and flesh. | especially liked 
Joseph Anderson’s wall-sized watercolour, in which a giant octopus clutches tiny 
naked boys in its wriggling tentacles. Most struggle to get away, but one licks the 
octopus with a little kitten tongue. Bart Gazzola works with scans of raw meat, 
fat and bone to create grotesque and beautiful (and sometimes oddly domestic) 
images. His photographic layers of teeth line the bottom of a wall. At first it 
fades, wallpaper-ish, into the background—until you look more closely. Cindy 
Baker’s Portraits of my hand lounging naked in bed were possibly the dirtiest of 
the bunch; her blurry close-ups of chubby hands and fingers looked like every- 
thing but. 


Find Daniel 
happening at AKA Gallery at akagallery.org. 


Read about what’s 


Barrow online at danielbarrow.com. 
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PARICrIOUIS ES [NIN 
A heritage inn located in beautiful downtown St. johw's, Nexfewnllion! 


Park House is nestled next to the be 


it 


112 Militery Raal, SL. John's, 
TEL: (709) $76 2265 or (709) 57% 6098 | FAX: (709) 576 2268 | TOLL FREE: 1 Soo 303 Ofe5 
infogrerfowailindoionbrendias.nl.ca | WERSITE:wen: 


Guest House 


Experience our 1912 Arts & Craft heritage hor 
with its English ambiance 


All are welcome, including your favourite pet 
Rolls-Royce Service 
216 - 25 Avenue SW 
Calgary Alberta 
Phone; 403 2291758 Toll Free: 866 846 7038 
westways@shaw.ca 


te os i. WWW. GAYWESTWAYS.COM 
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A Church St. village 
Bed & Breakfast 
www.megilibb.ca 


416,351.1503 
meet) 1 Ty 


an = = 


177 Frank Street Ottawa, ON Canada 
613.688.2753 - 877.580.5015 
Please visit our associate property in 
Toronto's Gay Village at www.mcgillbb.ca 


rideauinn2005@rogers.com 
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The Art Hotel Connection is situated 
in the centre of Berlin in the heart of 
_ the West Berlin gay scene. The 
building which houses the hotel has 
charming staircases with painted 
ceilings (Cistine Chapel inspired) and 
an original Art Nouveau elevator. 

The hotel is located on the third floor 
with eighteen distinctive rooms and 
suites which are all furnished for your 
comfort with telephone, radio, minibar, HiFi jess: : 
and hairdryer. Some have DVD players and | 
video recorders. Depending on your taste, 
some rooms can also be seen as the 
ultimate playroom. The majority have their 
own private bathroom. Each room is unique 
in both layout and décor. 

An Internet station is available in the hotel 
hall and the rooms have wireless 
connections for your own computer 

The European style breakfast buffet, with hot and cold home-made 
delicacies, is served until late morning in the bright and airy breakfast 
room which is furnished with antiques. 

The hallways of the hotel are decorated in colourful designs and are hung 
(as are the men in some of the pictures) with original 
art including works by Ulli of Berlin, Andro Media \ 

Design and Giorgio Accera. According to the season 
there are special decorations. In December you might 
see a Father Christmas in bondage from Leonardo. 

Club Connection disco plus the Garage sex shop 
and cinema are located on the ground floor of the 
same building. 

The hotel is a five minute walk from the 
Wittenbergplatz metro station and the famous 
department store Ka De We. The Art Hotel connection 
is the perfect location to enjoy everything which gay Berlin offers and 
experience affordable luxury accommodations. 

For further infomation please visit arthotel-connection.de, e-mail: 
info@arthotel-connection.de or phone: +49 (30) 210 21 88 -00 /-30 


First Night Stay 
© $50/Min 3 night stay 
@ First Tiime Guests Only 
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To include your accomodation in this 
feature contact Cap Peters toll free 


888 228 1157 


or email 
sales@outlooks.ca 


www.theeaglesnestbandb.com 


1.866.766.9350 


e-mail: eaglesnestbnb@hotmail.com 


When visiting Yon PP OF? 
Sena Com eogel 
in the 
elegance of 
our beautiful 
Vv Discover the 
tctorian 
comfort o! 
bed & - 
‘elites f the Inn on 282 Somerset St. W., Ottawa 
‘ » Somerset. 
in the heart of = ™ . : 
+ www.innonsomerset.com 
CE ACL, 4 yy il: info@innonsomerset.com 


mn Puerto Vallarta 


> 4 Mexico 


Each unit has: 
* 1 bedroom 
*2 bathrooms 
* kitchenette 

* living room 
* balcony 

* air-conditioning | 
* maid service 
Boana Torre Malibu~condo Hotel,one block om Gav beach 
Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 / 222-0999 
www.boana.net boana@pvnet.com.mx 


MERCURIO 


PUERTO VALLARTA * WEXICO 


rae alee 


call toll free 
- 866 - 388 - 2689 


COLONIAL HOUSE INN 


Accommodations include an expanded 
' continental breakfast along with fresh 
fruit, juices, freshly baked muffins, 
cereal, bagels, english muffins, tea, 
and our specially blended coffee. 
= Guests are always attracted to lounge 
= on the Hotel's rooftop. 
> > Clothing is optional. 

The lobby is not just a place to lounge, 
but to access the Internet via our 
Internet kiosk and to enjoy some of 
proprietor Mel Cheren‘s artwork. 


www.colonialhouseinn.com 
houseinn@aol.com 


Cruise 
Gay Astrology’s Website 


www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 


for 
Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope 
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This site offers easy to order 
personal readings by Madam L. 
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100 - Employment 
office 101 
domestic 102 
trades 103 
service industry 104 
work wanted 105 
help wanted 106 
gardening services 107 
salespersons wanted 108 
retail salesperson 109 


200 - Real Estate 
homes and condos 
for sale 201 
homes, apartments, 
and suites for rent 202 
shared 
accommodations 203 
accommodations 204 
accommodations 
wanted 205 
vacation rentals 206 
office space for rent 207 
real Estate Agent 208 
office space wanted 209 


300 - For Sale 
automobiles 301 
home furnishings 302 
antiques and 
artworks 303 
computers 304 
general and miscella- 
neous 305 
garage sales 306 
pets 307 


400 - Personals 
massage 401 
friends 402 
models 403 
dating services 404 
announcements 405 
phone lines 406 
general 407 
health services 408 
personal services 409 
personal growth 410 
escorts 411 
erotic Body Massage4 12 
women’s services 413 
Fitness 414 


500 - 
Announcements 
birthdays 501 
anniversary 502 
obituary 503 
in memoriam 504 
notices 505 
general 507 
lost & found 508 
services 509 
weddings 510 


600 - Travel 
accommodations 601 
travel Alberta 602 
travel BC 603 
travel Quebec 604 
travel international 605 
general 606 


700- Business 
services 701 


business opportunity 702 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelo ed the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forwar 
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to the advertiser. 
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203 
shared 


accommodations 


Looking for n/s student 2 bd rm 
appt. with a quiet mature n/s male in 
Kensington. Close to transit and 
university. Parking and internet avail- 
able $500/mth $300 dd available 
August Ist. Rick after 6pm 

403-270-7238 


204 


accommodations 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


11" Street 
Lodging 


Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
FOR OVER 10 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-011 
//WWW.11STREET.COM 


vacation rentals 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999. www.boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx One block 
from gay beach. Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 
conditioning. Maid service. Gay 
Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 

daily 9am-Spm (CT). 


305 
general sales 


Best DVDs for sale and rent! New 
releases and hard to find classics. 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper 
Ave., Edmonton,AB 
TSK ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. 
E-mail: 
exec.express @shaw.ca 


Collectibles for SALE 


Queer Elizibeth 11 silver jubilee coin, 
stamp and first day cover collections in 


MINT condition. From all 
Commonwealth countries in a variety 
of denominations. If interested please 

e-mail: adanddesign@shaw.ca 


306 
yard sale 


ANSUESEAN, 


Antiques, retro, old & not 
so old collectibles. Costumes, 
wigs, jewellery, fabric. 

ovingly collected but 
now must go. 
Lot’s of crap! Come! Buy! 
Satay August 11 


-no early oe 
3516 15th Street SW 
CALGARY 


401 
vancouver massage 


B.C.’s BEST ALL MALE 
MASSAGE 
Our site is: 
VANCOUVERGAY MASSAGE.com 


401 
Calgary massage 


MASSAGE THE WAY YOU WANT 
Mobile service only. $80 per hour. 
Call in Calgary 403-230-4462 
10AM - 10PM ONLY 


401 


Edmonton massage 


Experienced registered massage 
therapist. Specializing in relaxation 
and pain relief massage. For appt. 
phone Dwayne (780) 483-3190 


402 
friends 


GWM, 55, world travelled, own 
motorhome. Looking for 
mature man for future 
retirement plans. Reply #0501 


Asian gay male, 45, looking for same 
under 30. Interested in casual friendship, 
possible long-term relationship. Enjoy 
travel, theatre and outdoor activities. 
Send photo and profile to Reply #0602 


Brazil (45.180.96) GWM masculine 
hairy top, foot/tickle fetish seeks: 30-40 
NDINS non-slim caring, cuddlish, 
suportive blond (plus) serious life partner 
Marc 
Box 3670 
20001-970 Rio, Brazil 


Fit, slim, 40’s GWM, looking 
for long-term relationship. 
Seeking similar age male who 
enjoys an active lifestyle and 
keeping fit. Reply #0502 


26 year old GWM in Calgary, looking 
for a long-term relation ship. Looking 
for a GWM 18-35, funny, smart, 
outgoing. Please reply to #0601 with 
pictures & profile. 


24 year old gay male, handsome, 
romantic, honest, understanding and 


sensitive. Looking for 
good friend 30-85 years 
old for meeting and 
lasting friendship. 
c D. Justicev/a 
bi Rodggizzole 1/A 33170 
/ Pordemone Italye-mail 
il ae saintkonama@ yahoo.com 
57 yr old fit male. Enjoy’s reading, 
travel and hiking in the mountains. 
Looking for friendship and possibly 


more. Currently residing in 
Southern Alberta Reply # 0801 


19 yr. old gwm in Calgary looking for 
a man to take care of me. I am 5’10 
athletic build, 8”. 
Currently attending UofC. 
I like to travel, play sports and hang 
out watching movies. 
Reply with pic or stats #0802 


FRUSTRATED BY BDSM 
E-MAIL DREAMERS? 

A letter takes more effort, respondents 
are more serious. Experienced Master, 
B/D interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area 
seriously into Master/slave scene, seeks 


slave aged 18-29 prepared to move from 
fantasy to reality. Suggest initial trial 
period (weekend or ? ). Write with phone 
and/or postal address to Box 0899. 
No e-mail! Serious only 


404 
dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us 
free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


Please place my ad in Category # 
Please add the following headline to my ad 
($10.00 extra): 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: 
PROVINCE/STATE: 
CODE: 
DAY PHONE: 
HOME PHONE: 
ALL PHONE NUMBERS APPEARING IN ADS MUST BE 
VERIFIED 
SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: (circle one) 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 
VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB - AMEX 
CARD NUMBER: 
EXPIRY DATE: 
SIGNATURE: 


28 August 2007 
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CURRENT DEADLINE: August 23rd, 2007 


Complete this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 5. 
All ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY 
$20.00 


First 25 Words: 
Additional 25 words or less: 


$10.00 
Entire ad in Bold: $10.00 
Headline: $10.00 
Photograph (1”x1” B&W): 

$15.00 
Border Around Ad: $15.00 


Reply Number Forwarding: 
$5.00 
SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 
3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
12 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 
ADD 7% GST: 
GRAND TOTAL: 


WHO'S WAITING 


FOR YOU?” 


Calgary 


403.355.2222 sent: 
Vancouver ee 


604.257.5555 © 


Toronto | 


416.915.4545 Uy | 


Find Your Number 


1.800.777.8000 4. 
FREE TRIAL 


CODE: 3901 


Need to talk? 416-964-6600 or 
1-877-964-6600 
Free, Confidential, Anonymous 


MONTREAL 
Gay classy. Huge and thick 9” uncut. 
Versatile, awesome body, sexy. 
Available for hot sex! 
Very Open! Located in Montreal’s 
Gay Village. 24/7, Out call’s $150 
downtown Montreal 
514-523-3825 / 514-686-SXXX 


8.5 CUT 
Jamaica Mix 
Slim Toned Swimmers Build 
In\Out 
calgary_sean @hotmail.com 


AUBERGELL Bed & Breakfast 
Montreal 
Yvon has been receiving guests in this 
recently renovated centennial home since 
1990. 

Hardwood and heated slate floors, brick 
walls, a subdued ambiance wonderful 
antiques 
matched to magnificient modern pieces in 5 
rooms in Montreal's Gay Village, 
wireless internet and expanded Continental 
breakfast 
www.aubergell.com 
514-597-0878 


SIR MONTCALM B&B 
Montreal 
Let Andre and Yvon host you in their modern 
Bed and Breakfast in Montreal's Gay Village 
wireless internet, 
flat-screen televisions,3 rooms,two suites, an 
apartment/condo,all with private baths, 


full-service breakfast,beautiful deck,diningroom, 


home-theatre in a livingroom 
www.sirmontcalm.com 
514-522-7747 


WANT TO BECOME AN ACTOR OR MODEL? 


ele CALGARY'S TOP INTERNATIONAL MODELING 
LOU | AGENCY IS SEEKING UNIQUE FACES 

FOR LOCAL & INTERNATIONAL 
a WORK AGE 17-40 Oe 


E-MAIL SNAPSHOTS/PHOTOS 
TO NEWFACES@IMODELMANAGEMENT,.CA 


FASHION 
GROOMING 


MO MON. OUR TALENT DIVISION B&G MANAGEMENT 
1S BUILDING ITS ROSTER NOW! 
TO SET UP AN INTERVIEW CALL 403.229.2420 


m 
OR APPLY ON-LINE BY E-MAILING f 
HEAD SHOTS & INFORMATION TO 
TALENT@IMODELMANAGEMENT.CA 
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HOROSCOPE TR 


August bursts on the scene with a planetary pile-up of Leo energy. We’ll be pushier 
than usual. Will the world push back... below the waist?? 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

Nothing will hold you back this August. Proud Rams will not only find ways to entertain 
themselves, they'll also be able to show off their talents to the immediate world. Discover 
what inside of you gives you a charge and then go out and find an appreciative audience. Give 
it all you’ve got sweetheart. This is your moment—and not a moment too soon. 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

Become a catalyst for change around the house. Interestingly though, the real change occurs 
on its own and perhaps without your permission or knowledge. Surprises are in store for 
those queer Bulls with closets in need of a cleaning. Will you free yourself from the ties that 
bind and pinch? And yet | have heard that some folks like it that way... 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Pink Twins like to be the counsel behind the throne but you deserve more credit for your ideas 
and strategies. Thankfully, the Leo planets agree and your views will take on more immediacy. 
Take it to the streets and let them see how visionary and compelling you can be. Will you be 
a benevolent ruler when you reach the top or just another pint-sized dictator? Let’s guess... 


CANCER = (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

Take measure the true value of all that you hold near and dear in August. Gay Crabs find 
themselves at a financial crossroads where their eyes are too big for their wallets. Do you 
spend more than you earn? Are you over-extended in various areas of your life? If so, try to 
take stock and push aside the fiscal anvils that are drowning you. Either that, or learn to lift 
weights. 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

Proud Lions will find themselves the glorious center of attention this birthday August. All eyes 
will be upon you, and begin to critique your so-called “look”. Leo energy will conspire to 
create a new you whether you think that you need a bit of renovation or not. How about a 
new personal style? It’s not all that bad once you get used to those red leather hot pants. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

August will bring you to a new level. For those queer Virgins who profess to be intuitive, this 
may be the time to try a few predictions and see how they pan out. For those who are happier 
doing something more concrete for the community, it will be the time to spread your 
charitable efforts into far reaching and karmic building projects. The goddesses must be 
appeased. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

Let your randy group of friends call all the shots this August. That is, if you allow them to do 
so. Proud Libras can toss themselves into the social scene with reckless abandon and either 
float on the vibe or call the tune themselves. The most important thing is to not sit at home 
and wait for the phone to ring. Get Out on the dance floor and see what’s (and who's) 
shaking. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 

All the planets in Leo this August manage to set you on a more successful professional course. 
Proud Scorps have ample ambition but it does not always manifest in a productive manner. Yes, 
vengeful plots have their time and place but more often sugar can sweeten your ascent. With 
the right bait, you are personality plus, at least in the corporate shark-filled sphere. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 

Gay Archers generally have itchy feet. August will be the month to scratch them in a big way. 
The world beckons. Pack your bags and travel! If money and time are tight, find ways to 
explore closer to home or on a more austere budget. Yes, you can even feel the rush of 
excitement with a foreign film, exotic take-out and an international houseguest. Go around 
the world. 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 

Who said that pink Caps lack that sexual spark? Well, who will say that this August? Not 
many! You'll exude charisma, tension and quite a bit of passionate oomph. Will you spread it 
around or keep it bottled up like so much canned heat? Planets in Leo sharpen your sensual 
skill and make you a lover like no other. And that can even be a good thing. 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 

Those dreary nights can become quite a bit less dreary this August as Aqueerians explore 
various and interesting relationships. Try one on and see how it fits. For those in a current 
partnership, see if there are new and interesting ways to liven it up. For those on the prowl, 


invest some time exploring new shopping venues to see who is on the rack. Will one size fit 
all? 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 

Although August can be considered the dog days of summer, it behooves you to exert a bit 
of elbow grease. Get more involved in your day-to-day job and you will see some impressive 
results. Guppies are not always as disciplined as they might be. For those with weak wills, 
turn your attention to a health-related activity. How about a spa date? Okay, now get back 
to work!! 

(c) 2007 THE STARRY EYE, LLC.,All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes Only. 
Lichtenstein’s blog www.thestarryeye.typepad.comcovers everything new age. Her astrology 
book HerScopes:A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians is an international sensation. Buy it and 
feel the vibration. 
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Find the partner you've 


Ever wonder where all the men and women 
want a committed relationship? Entre-Nous Network is the 

preferred choice for individuals who are serious about starting 
a relationship with the right person. Our focus is on long-term 
compatibility, we match based on goals, values, interests and 
lifestyles. Call today! 


Calgary 


Toronto 


London 
INET 


= 


are, who actually Ottawa 


416-967-5252 1-866-467-5252 


www.entrenousnetwork.com 


Featuring: Rick Donovan, Matt Ramsey, Brian Michaels, Buster, Mike 


The Bigger The Better Ramsey, Shawn Mclvan, Joe Craig, Gregg Stones, Doug Weston, and Brian 


From: HIS DVD 


RUDEBOIZ 6 HUNGLADZ 


From: Eurocreme 


30 August 2007 


Michaels 


Running Time: 75 minutes 

Almost a quarter century ago, producer John Summers and director Matt 
Sterling were frequently teaming up to produce movies for Falcon Studios. 
This is one of their memorable classic collaborations. They always had an 
amazing ability to find a cast that fit perfectly together and some of the most 
well hung studs of the eighties started their adult movie careers in one of 
these productions. This movie is no exception as the stars, Rick Donovan 
and Matt Ramsey; both enjoyed long, successful careers in the business. 

Rick “humungous” Donovan as he was known in those days, with classic 
good looks Bad monster dick, opens this movie with a short solo scene 
which sets the tone for the whole movie. 

Matt is a high school teacher who enjoys the fact that his class is entirel 
male and he feels comfortable in front of all his hot, young pupils. As mid- 
term nears he knows the guys are getting frisky and one particular day he 
senses Rick needs some “after class” attention. The students leave their 
assignments with Matt as they exit the classroom but Rick has to hang 
around for his detention. 

While reviewing the homework assignments Matt discovers a note from 
Brian Michaels in which he requests some special classes and wants to meet 
Matt at his house later that night. That puts a smile on Matt’s face, but he 


Featuring: Titch Jones, Danny Dawson, Will Jaimeson, Rio Francisco, Sean 
McKenzie, Leo Mack, Ricky Jackson, Kyle Reed, Steven Prior, Ashley Ryder 


Running Time: 100 Minutes 


Director Simon Booth has assembled a cast of eight fresh young faces from 
Britain’s finest hung lads for a movie in which the title says it all and the cast 
justifies the title. It’s a size-queen’s delight and Steven Prior is the crowning 
glory in the final scene. 


Two friends, Titch and Danny, head home together. Once inside their apart- 
ment it’s obvious what’s on their minds. The blue shorts that Titch is wearing 
can barely conceal his enormous hard-on and Danny is ready to pay attention 
to his needs. They quickly remove each other’s clothes and Titch proves he’s 
the master as Danny submits readily for the ride of his life. It’s easy to see why 
Danny is in a movie where size matters. 


Rio Francisco is a sexy, olive-skinned Latino who is alone, enjoying some 
afternoon solo action when Will Jamieson drops by for a visit. For Rio this is 
a pleasant surprise and even more so when Will removes his clothes to reveal 
he’s ready for some hot action in a big way. These two hung lads compete for 
each other’s attentions and Will dominates the situation with ease and the kind 
of experience that counts. 


OuTLpQKs 


Vancouver 


604-677-2424 


403-770-0776 


Edmonton 


780-665-6666 
204-480-9898 
416-281-8888 
519-679-9999 


613-566-2000 


roll free: 1-877-628-9696 


1-900-451-1441 ¢25/150min 


first has to deal with Rick and his poor work record during the school term. 

Rick has his own idea of what a special punishment session is about and 
he soon has Matt spread over a desk and pounds away until Matt erupts with 
pleasure. Rick shows his teacher a few new lessons and Matt certainly is 
agreeable to being the pupil for a while. 

Later, back at Matt’s house, it’s time for his daily workout in his gym when 
Michael arrives. It turns out that Michael needs some coaching on aie 
development and Matt is happy to oblige. Alone in the gym together Michael 
reveals his real intentions as he admires Matt’s perfect muscular body. Both 
teacher and student seem to have sex on their minds and the bench presses 
turn into a hot session between two horny young 

RATING: 
° 


men. 
Throughout the movie these students are intent 
upon enjoying each other before school break and (OUT OF FIVE STARS) 
the sex happens wherever the opportunity presents 
itself. ] 
Enjoy a classic video, made by two of the early 
pioneers of gay adult movies. 


Review sponsored by: 
Express Video 
#202 - 11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton 
(780)482-7480 exec.express@shaw.ca 


In the final scene newcomer Steven Prior is at home relaxing on the couch, 
waiting for his friend Ashley to arrive. In anticipation of the hot action with his 
good friend he’s working on a little advance preparation when the doorbell 
rings. Greeting his friend Ashley, it’s very obvious he’s ready for action and 
Ashley is in the same frame of mind. However, Ashley is not prepared for the 
enormous bulge in Steven’ tight white underwear. When Ashley removes the 
underwear the look on his face is sheer amazement, which turns to a big grin 
of delight when he realises what’s coming next. 


This is definitely a movie for a permanent collection and you can be sure 
you’ll be seeing more of these hung lads in the future. 


Review sponsored by: picreme 


RATING: 


(OUT OF FIVE STARS) 
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